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Conf identlal^nnejc . 
. (7th F9bruu?y, 1940. ) 

expounded the French project for a landing at PetaamOr 
be tiad lilnted tlLat the iileabAd originatad with the Finns aod 
«u olearlj not tn a&r ^ anxloui to proM th« Mib«M« 
H. Daladlvr, hovovtt, had rapbaalBed that If va tunottd 
down mo Pataano projaat, wa Baat ao aomaiaitne ta help tha 
Pinna* It wis obvious that considerations of internal 
politics had a good deal to do with U. Italadiar'a attltudO . 
He had bean PrlBS lUnlatar in Fipaaoa for Moeh longer thea 
-tto uaual t^na: of oTC^ee of TMkdi VraHlere« and Hiia faetoFj 
oonblned vith tha gonaral laac of aotlTa c^arationa, had 
given rise to political intrigues In Prance on the partof 
paraona lAo voiild lllca to aaa a ohonga of Prim© Uialatar* 
|L paladlep na theref<m t«3P7 readr to welconiA oar 
propqaala for aotiva intervention in Soackllnavla. 

The Pfirae Minister sai;! that he had ej^lalned the 
Britiah propoaala for the doepatoh of S divisions to 
Boandinarla in order to give aeaiatanoe to Hie Flnne la 
the ^ringrbi^ora Oia braak-v of the ioe la the Baltio 
opened the way for a possi'bla Oaman expedition* He had 
emphasised that the adjn in i strati ve difficulties of such an 
entarprlaa would be oonaiderahle^ 5paolal clothing had to 
be provided toT winter eOQditionaji but later on different 
elotUng and evUpneni would be neededt after the tHwr oaaa. 
Shipping and naintonanoe would praaent ooiuldareble prOblemat 
and there was much work to he done by tjie Staffs if the 
expedition waa to ba ready In tine* We had to prepare not 
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to aiBlat ffi&laiidf tmt also tci n^port Svodou In 0000 

(i) We fthould meUco full preparations for the 
Oa^atoh of tb» «xpedltloii« 

(li) It would be arx^anged tbet Finland should 

iaeue appeal to Uve voi-ld for asBlstartce 
agalnat Euavla, addrasBlng herself In particular 
to Norway and SwaOani who were bar nearaat 
neighbours and vottid bo tho n«£t to be oTOr- 
run by Russia. 

(Ill) Wo Bhould then imMdlatoly approach the 

Soandln&Tlan oountrles and amj that we were 

ready to answer Finland's appeal, "but we 
required free pssesge for our troops through 
their coufbtries. In t,Sie3Q circumstances, 

It would be very hard for Norway and Sweden 
to refuee* The world would ary aheme 'opoa 
then If, Offing to Hielr intrBnalceneoj JUHeaaA 
were overrun, 

(It) Our forces would land at Harvik and Trondhela 

and move up to Finland through Boden> In 

doing 30, they woulfl autfHnatloally aecore 
possession of the Gallvare ore fields, 

H. Doladler bad ei^resaed hla aatire aAreanant 

with tbaaa propoaBla* but had pointed out that if Bonmr 

and Sweden refuaad to give ua free paaaagorit would be 

ridiculous for us to be held up at the very laat mc^nsnt 
aftt^r making all theae preparations. In these clroumatanoeBt 
we mi^t have to do eotuthlug at Pataaaao. Oie Prime 
Hinlatar aaid be had axpraaaed the vlaw that a rafaaal by . 
Korway aM Bwodan would be aoat vttlUc^r In tha elromatnnoai, 
though hfc had agreed that if they went ao far aa to ueo 
force against us, they could stop our getting through by 
nutting the nUlwaya, V. DaXadier bad ea«)Bd aatiafiad 
on tbia point, but had aakad that tha GBiiafa of Bteff 
should neverthelees exanlno fully tba Petssmo projoot, 
laat in the worst caac via might have to fall badk 
upon It* 
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Tha lapovtMo* of Um time factor hoA bean 
aiphatloBa. isi tli« dlBoiuoiGiia. Btf SOttL iUaeA 
tba OPltloal date by oar flnt aobttlon vonld 

hare to be read? to arrive in Soandina^a If we were to 
be Btire of foreatalllng the Genutns. All preporationa 
would tbarafova have to ba prea^ad on with tha utmoat 
despiktOlu Rie Franoh ware prepared to eantrilHite a 
brigade of Ohaaaeura JULpUiBi a brigade of tlia Poreisn 
La^oTi and pooafrb^r ^ battrllons of Poles. 

USE FIRST WBD OF THE J^UIRJlLlY pointed out 

that* although tha expaditioa aheuld be under Britlib 
oontpoXV it waa eaaestlalt for polltioal reaaona^ that 
the Trenota abonld be repreaanted in aoaa atrengtb ia 

tha foroea> Tho flrat eohelon should oertslolj 
Inoliide a French oontlngent* 

SBB BKBOTABY (V BZAB FOR TCBUan JVTAIBB 
■aid that it waa noat U^ortant that nothing ahould 
prejudloe the aueoaai of cur approaoh to Worwmj and 
Sweden. The Oefoanat euBpecting our intontionsf nilght 
poaaibly offer ■adiatlon to the Ftnolah Qovermentf and 
if thig were aeoaptedtva ahould be plaood in m aorlona 
dlffiottlty. Ba auggaated tharaf^e that wa ahoald glwe 
the Pinna immediately an indloation that wa were 
prepared to oome to their aeslatanoe vlth eubetantial 
foroaa. and thereby give than a cbanBe of beating the 
mgaiana rather than of baring to aoaopt unfaroorabla 
tama of peaoe> 

In the dlsQUBBloii which eneued the foU-Oving 

points were madei- 

(l) fleorecy In our preparstione waa esEentialt if 
the Pinnlah appeal was to have its full effeot. 

(ii) Ihe flnniah Oovernnant had been toying wl'feh 
the Idea of negotiating peaoe term nth 
Suaaia, and it woxild be batter to make aiqr 
i^V^oaoh on the llnea auggeated by the FopeigD, 
aaaretary to nald-UarBiiai Mannerheim himair* 
Brigadier Llag waa returning to Finland very 
tfUaftly, and oould ba naed aa att andaaary for 
thia purpoae. 

- 3 - 
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(liaO ^ iMiw at the Flimleh Gwe&l 

wcnia Jpcgmro careful timing. Our 
flret oohelon must l^e ready to move 
ImeaiBtely the call came„ There 
might be some slight delay while tha 
SoandimTiazi ocnutrleB arguod with 

"but when we dem&nded the rl^t of 
passage wo muat be In a position to 

say to tTtejn that ouf troops were 
reaiSy to asll at ouce not only to 
assiat Finland^ but also to support 
them againat Germany if neceesGry, 

Some diBoueeion tben took plaoo on the ■ 
doteila of the preparatioQfi to b<e vads* 

THB BBC^EtflAiar STATa FOE H&B fiald that 
tha Vor Oifflaa had already reeelved Bkset of the 
authopltlee they reqiulred, bat ooneultatione would 

have to take place with the Treasury on variouffi 
cpjestioimp and with the Dominione Office in regard 
to Hevfoundland loggera. Ro urged that no time 
etumld 'be w^ted in -tteSQ inter^p&PtnveiitBl 
41e^eiBlonB. 

THB OHAHOBLLOE OP THB aXOHBQUBR undertook 
that there would be no delay whatsoever on the part 
of the Treasury. 

TSiR PRXJlS UIHISTBR* In reply to a nation, 
said that no deoieloa had.b>aen reaofaed as to -tfnethas 
troops eenb iio. SoaMinaTia would go t& tha gulaa 
«TOluirtaei»" on the Spaniah "non-lnt orient ion" moflal-. 
aieela was not yet officially at war with Finland, 
^id we naturally desired to avoid open hostilities 
with Busaia IT it war* in any way possible. He 
fuller Pa»UBod^ howeyep, that thara were sreat 
practical dlfficuitlea in dd«patohliie British 
forces in fanned bodies Vhloh wore not legally part 
of the Armed Porcaa ^of tha Orowiu 
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Ihs War O«biiiot;> 

(1) Tooh noto!*- 

(&) TliAt tbelr Oonoluiloiu ob flat out In 

r*ll« (40) 8l8t OonaltifllOTU, lliimt« 1 
1) to (viil), regarding aael^tUUM 
to Finland and Intervention in 
> Scandinavia, had t)een aocepted t>y tbo 
Frenoli, eubjeot to tlxe prov^o that 
the projeot for a landiiig at PotaajBD 
should be further eKOioinoft by the 
Allied staffs In case the SormdlnaTlan 
countries refused to give passage to 
our forces and 7e were thus ooinpell^d 
to adopt otbtfr inet3x>ds of iVfllatlng 

(b) That the Prcnoh had agrocd to the 

oontrol of oporatione In s fsandinavia 
beinA in British hands, but vould 
provide Oi oontlngent of FrantAi tioop** 

(il) Authorliedl the Servioo DopartmcntB , and 
Other Departments ooncomcd^ to carry out 
Immodiatoly the moasurcs detailed in 
parograpb 94 of W.F. (40) 36, with a. vior 
to being ready for mllltar? intervention 
in Scandinavia by the SOth !!arch, 1940, 
subject to such inodifi cations and addltlone 
aa nigiit r.cccsEitated by Mreet inter- 
vention in Finland. 

(ill) InylteO. the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs and the Sc^crctnry of State for War, 
In consul ti.tion, to arrange for an indioa-^ 
tlon of our intentions to be conveyed to 
71old Horehol llannorheim by Brigadier Ling, 
who WW shortly leaving for Plidand. 

(iv) Attthoriecd the Soorutary of State for 

Doi^;iion Affaire to Inform Coiolnion Frlae 
lUjYUtorv of the obQvo Cbnolii«loa»« 



Hl<aBBond Terraoe^ &.W*i« 
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ITALY* THB S^OBStASX OP OTATX POH PORTION AFPAIB& 




Co n ojMigBB, Mwov ilk low (slT PttPcy L«MiiMi*» Ttlacrw M* 9S 



Ih« Xtftllan OomiMBl bad to 

addition the vrhole of %bm Xtallcm Qavalry mm 
9luuidlB£ by for ■uftilBa— t in Hojagarar IT 

Slgaor awollnt iBrormeft vltli thm 
bftfAYlMV Of the Oeno&n f^vernment in i-effard 
to th« Alto Adigo %Dd va« «oawlAg than of 

fiasMttt Aloioroitar- wo bovmv otm 
ttofrlonUr to m» 

Uonbol F*MtfllT had Qdirl^ed !^l8>o» 
Uwoolini ogolmt i^olyiB^ mooh upon the? 
invlnail>ility ■c^-.n- Osij^n Ansa? and had 
oj^pooood tb* viov that tbo vrontAi O^nonil 
Btoff wm ttm bMt in Bmpo. ttiea aiw* 
53uaQollni hM^ Hd4 that bo Mold like to 
have another opinion on thio Q^oatlon, Uarvbal 
Badoglio had Buggostod that ha should oonoalt 
MajMhal OoYlglia. Thio wa» m aotovoaptbgr 
m<|DMtlo«« fm Tmr oiaoo tbo Italioa dofoot 
at^bporott? there had bean no lora loot 
botoean the mFahala. SlgnoP Iftiaaollni 
bad siibQd(JUontl7 eon^ultsd Harahal GurigUm^ 
«hO bad oonflnnd tba rlovs oa^MMOd bf 
Hovobol BoOogllo. 

in einunittlne thio paport 3ir Poroy Losaiao 
had aalcod th^t it lul^t be trQStod 
oxoaptiOMOlr aaoi^tf 0^000, if it Dooaioo 
iiioao la iMo. it woo oo oiMMtantial in 
^br<^otar, tlk t tiM Itoliana ToaU bOTO liitlo 
tai'i lenity in traoing Ito " 



Sbo var Gtfblaet teoic aota of thm ata^ 
to tbo Mwtaar of 5toto for Wmmim 
tffbiffo* 



Siitaoad fomoi. s.i.1 
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U.S,8.B« VSm a£(SSTABY OF STJffS FOR FC;BJ^im J^PFAIRS 

Visit ot flfilfl thAt the prevloUB evening sir Aiexaridor Ositogan 

Sir 8taffWd 

Ortppa to bttd rMi«iv*d * mQm% #Mnt t«lacr« frai His ltaj««1r<B 

After s aonverflstlon irith ths Soviet 
AHtewidor to China r Sir Stafford CrlppA 
hftd tooiOed to so to Moaom bj ttlr> Sir 
Starrort Orlpps haa satteMd ttiat tha 
OovwiMont or tho mro now foaling 

■pprohonoivo ros&rdine their oomiffOtlaD 
with OernuLnjw «nd wore looJclng Tor e way 
out> Ho CBlr Stafford Cripps) ttiousbt 
tenrofOM tliat a vialt tgp hinoolf to ■ooaor 
lil^t be useful. The Soviet OovePrment 
vore aemiiTig an airoraft to urumtechl on 
the Monsolian frontlor on %h<.- 9th February, 
1940p to fir him to Koooov, and ha expaotod 
to bo teok at uromtsAl br the iltb fiabr«ui)r. 
BetTei^n the 14th and SOth Pehrunry he would 
ha In the province of Slnkiung and vould 
return to Chungklnff on the SBrd Fobruax^ 
ahen ha axpeotad to ba i& a poaltlon to 
sabBlt a report for tnn«aiaalon t« blM 
(the Seoretery of Stete)- 3ir jvrohlhsld 
ClaA Rarr had ao^ad hlai while In Slnftians 
to do hia Iwat to find out tbO tma 

yoaltion la that provlnoa« 

It vaa tipaarly nat poaslbia f«r «b to atop atr 

ataffwd OMppa tram, sal&ff to Maaao«> althao^ hia 

vlait «i^t give rlao to vlamftoFotMUJiS* 

llie Cabintit took note of 
tha abofo otatOMnt* 



Hiobaond Xarrae.Ot 8>V.l 



